mained in Egypt should probably have founded an empire like Alexander, by going on a pilgrimage to Mecca." Even as he leaves France in the Bettero-phon he says to Captain Maitland: " Had it not been for you English I should have been Emperor of the East; but wherever there is water to float a ship, we are sure to find you in our way/'
Nor did his admiration for Alexander the Great, his passion for the East, his aims on India, ever forsake him, until he had lost his empire on the plains of Russia and Germany. Not long before he passed the Niemen, in the midst of a conversation with Nar-bonne, he broke off, with a sudden flash in his eyes: " After all/7 he exclaimed, as if under the inspiration of a vision, " this long journey is the way to India. Alexander had to make as long a march as that from Moscow to India in order to gain the Ganges. I have always said so to myself since the siege of Acre. Without the English filibuster and the French emigrant who directed the Turkish artillery, and who, with the plague, made me raise the siege, I would have conquered half Asia, and come back upon Europe to seek the thrones of France and Italy. I must now do just the reverse, and from the extremity of Europe invade Asia in order to attack Eng-. Land. You are aware of the missions of Gardanne and Jaubert to Persia; there has been no outward result; but I have all the maps and statistics of pop-alation for a march from Erivan and Tiflis to India. That would be a campaign less formidable, perhaps, ;han that which awaits us in the next three months.
. . Suppose Moscow taken, Russia crushed, the Hzar reconciled or assassinated in some palace plot, succeeded, perhaps, by a new and dependent dynasty.
221he conquered Egypt. "So I, had I re-
